
This past year has seen a vintage boom across the UK and now 
vintage fashion is fully flourishing in Falmouth writes Taya 
Black

Every year hundreds and thousands of fashionistas’ 
eagerly await the arrival of the latest and innovative trends 
and the hottest looks that grace the catwalks at the London 
Fashion Week and the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week amongst 
others.

These state-of-the art designs premiered at the shows then 
influence everything you and I see daily in the high street 
shops or online.

However as we all know, some of these beautiful items of 
clothing can come at a cost, which can be more than 
problematic in today’s economic climate, especially if you’re 
a student.

Yet it seems to me that despite all of the negative effects 
the recession has had on us, there are positives to also draw 
on; new…or rather not so new fashion trends have emerged 
catering for all of those with and without the money to 
spend, such as the return of the almighty vintage!

Let’s start with charity shops; although a tacky eyesore to 
some, hand-me-down shops are becoming exceedingly 
popular and are a great way to acquire an inexpensive 
vintage treat. Moreover the last past couple of years have 
seen an increase in a lot of people, particularly those of us 
at university, investing in second-hand, vintage clothes or 
bagging charity shop bargains, and the student-populated 
seaside town of Falmouth is no different. W
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Despite money troubles affecting the vast-majority of 
us, it is not the only reason many towns’ such as 
Falmouth have seen the return of this old-school 
trend. We are constantly told ‘to be ourselves’ more 
and more often, so I think the popularity of this 
trend isn’t all that surprising; we’ve all heard the 
tales from our favourite celeb’s bagging ‘one-off ’ and 
‘one-of-a-kind’ pieces from undiscovered vintage or 
second-hand shops, and what better way to be unique 
than to own unique one-of-a-kind pieces of clothing?

Nonetheless it’s not all superficial. The great thing 
about this style is that although ‘vintage clothing’ 
means a lot of different things to a lot of different 
people, (usually that it is an item of pre-80’s clothing), 
it does allow for us to experiment with various pieces 
of clothing from many different eras’. Some could even 
argue that the vintage trend allows fashion to be fun.

Falmouth’s vintage boom in particular is not just 
about the clothes; this beautiful little Cornish town 
has seen a steady influx of brand new vintage shops 
for those with the cash to spend such as Wild Pony 
Vintage, and frequent and somewhat eccentric events 
are held at the wonderful Dolly’s Tea Room & Wine 
Bar such as the WW2 inspired Blitz nights.

The themed nights held by Dolly at her quaint tea 
room have become so popular that they are now held 
weekly and give locals the chance to dress up, 
socialise and show off their wares from charity shops 
and high street vintage shops alike. A lot of thought 
goes into these evenings as each vintage garment worn 
gets stylised in a particular way, from a particular 
period of time to match the theme of each event.

“I think the reason these nights are so popular is because 
it gives people the opportunity to escape their everyday lives, 
dress up and have some fun with their friends. The events we 
hold here are different to anything else that happens in town 
and clearly people really like that” 
commented Dolly.

It is quite nice to see that for many people, the vintage 
boom in Falmouth has become much more than a simple 
fashion statement; it has become a medium to have fun and 
get creative without necessarily having to spend a lot of 
money.

Along with the classic charity shop and basement 
bargains so many of us strive to find, Falmouth also holds 
host to Kitty Gubbin’s incredible Vintage Flea Market which 
is another great way to shop ethically with rock bottom 
prices. Kitty originally sold vintage clothing online but was 
attracted to the social side of this remarkable trend and so 
set up the ever-popular markets.

“The flea markets have been running in the south-west for 
eight years now and I was inspired to set it up because there 
was no real or regular vintage clothing market this side of 
Bristol.  I used to work at an amazing vintage shop in 
Falmouth 20-years-ago and we now sell some of that shop’s 
vast collection at the flea markets. I just thought it would be 
lovely to start a new, and considerably more sociable way of 
selling, bringing together like-minded people who could show 
off their wares.”

Kitty also believes that this isn’t a trend solely for one 
particular age group but rather can connect anybody and 
everybody: “I have noticed that these vintage flea markets 
are a great meeting point for a variety of customers and 
sellers alike. They offer people the chance to not only buy 
things but to have a decent chin-wag about their passion for 
the clothing and the history of fashion, it’s great.”

I think a huge factor in the popularity of this particular 
trend lies within the online community of fashion bloggers 
too. The Internet and the ease of creating a blog has made 
it unbelievably easy for anyone to share their unique styling 
tips with one another. As a result it creates huge excitement 
for us to get stuck in at the charity shops and try to find 
that perfect steal that can then be showcased to the online 
world. It’s true what they say; one man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure!

While this article is based on the delectable vintage 
fashion boom that has taken Falmouth by storm, if this 
trend interests you then have a nosy at your local 
charity shops every now and again. Support any flea 
markets around and look out for those special events that 
require just that little bit more attention to your outfit than 
you’re normal night out. You just never know what hidden 
gems you may find.
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